LAKE VIEWS

A SNAP SHOT OF LAKE COUNTY

geography

Lake County is geographically the
smallest county in Ohio (231 sq.
miles). We have 9 cities, 9 villages
and 5 townships.  Our water
resources include two scenic rivers
(Grand and Chagrin), Mentor
Lagoons and Arcola Creek Estuary,
all of which feed into our largest
natural asset; Lake Erie. Lake
County topography (elevation)
ranges from 572" along the Lake
Erie shoreline to 1,246’ on Little
Mountain in southern Concord
Township.

population

Lake County, Ohio ranks 11t out
of 88 counties in population. Pre-
WWI Lake County was primarily
agricultural (nursery production)
with  pockets of  scattered
residential. The evolution of the
street car, eventually  the
automobile, and federal home
financing programs contributed to
large-scale population increases
beginning in 1930. Forty years
later, the population increased
470% to 197,000 in 1970.

Massive suburbanization began in
western Lake County with the
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Lake County Population: 1840-2000
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Population

13,719 | 14,654 | 15576 | 15935 | 16,326 | 18,235 | 21680 | 22,927 28,667| 41674 | 50,020] 75979 | 148,700] 197.200]2 12 8012 15,499] 227511

Year

overnight development of Willowick and Wickliffe followed by Willoughby and Eastlake. The west to east
migration trend continues as eastern rural communities transform into semi-rural or suburban landscapes.
Today, approximately 234,000 people call Lake County home. It is interesting to note, the Lake County
Comprehensive Plan of 1960 was created during an

unprecedented era of growth,

and

thus

projection in that plan for 1985 was 385,000.

income

Lake County’s 2007 Median Household Income is
This is a $4,479 increase from
In part to the historically strong
manufacturing sector, Lake County ranks ahead of

$53,242 (US Census).
the 2000 figure.

both state and national averages.
education

Lake County, like the nation,

is becoming more
educated. From 1990 to 2000, the number of those
without high school diplomas fell dramatically, while

the number of college-educated residents rose.
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Educational Attainment, 1990-2000

0%

1990

2000

mBachelor's degree
B Associate degree
B Some college {no degree)

B Less than 9th grade

B Graduate ar professional degree

OHigh school graduate {includes equivalency degrees)
@ Some high school {no diploma)
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